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The Guru replied, ' Hail to thee who hast so much
devotion ! Thou hast now but few days to live and
thou mayest accompany me. Keep thy secret to
thyself. I cannot take food or drink from Chandu's
house/ On hearing this, the lady begged him to
take her as his companion to the unknown world.

Chandu was all night meditating further torture
for the Guru. He said to himself, * The Guru mani-
festeth no pain under ordinary torture, therefore I
will cause him further suffering/ Notwithstanding
all the tortures employed, the Guru would not abate
a jot of his determination.

For five days the Guru suffered torture and then
asked permission to bathe in the Ravi and take his
five Sikh companions with him. Chandu might
afterwards order what he thought fit. Chandu was
very pleased at the Guru's proposal and said, * When
the Guru's body is cool after bathing, he will certainly
consent to his son's alliance with my daughter/ He
accordingly granted the Guru's request and said,
' Thy life shall be saved, if thou hearken to my
words/

Chandu sent with his prisoner an escort of soldiers
armed with swords and matchlocks. He ordered them
to keep a close watch on the Guru. They were not to
speak to any one on the way lest they should reveal
the Guru's sufferings. They also received orders not
to allow the Guru to make any detour, but proceed
straight on, and not halt before he had arrived at
the bank of the river. While the Guru was bathing
and subsequently drying himself, the soldiers were
not to address him or interrupt him in any way.
They were then to return with him and keep him
and his Sikhs in front of them so that he might not
escape.

The Guru enveloped himself in a long sheet and
set forth. The whole of his body was blistered, and
the soles of his feet sore and festered. Looking
where he might tread with the least pain he pro-